
August 24, 2015 

WELCOME TO THE 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR 

Our first week of the new school year is behind us, and all is well!   

I have already expressed to the students and staff that it was a genuine pleasure to see such a 

smooth, calm and drama-free start to our new school year.  I would also like to sincerely thank 

you for your warm welcome to me as your new Principal, along with your willingness to provide 

me with important insight, ideas, and a clear indication of your support of our school as we all 

strive together to provide your children with the highest possible level of learning opportunity.  

This is and will remain our number one goal around which all other decisions are made here at 

McKinley.  I am extremely honored and blessed to have been chosen to lead this outstanding 

school into the future, and please know I will be depending on the continued assistance, input 

and cooperation of our parents, children and entire community as we move toward creating a 

truly GREAT school of which we can all be proud!  My door is always open to you. 

I would like to let you know about several changes we’ve initiated:  

(1) We are moving toward re-uniting the PTO groups by establishing an “Executive PTO Board” 

comprised of representatives for each grade and the President of the Middle and High School 

organizations; “Stay tuned for more information.” 

(2) The school websites for both MS and HS are being revamped, and new information will be 

added on a regular basis, so please visit often.  An important addition will be a “Master School 

Calendar” giving everyone a quick view of what events will transpire during the school year;  

(3) All teachers will soon be proficient in accessing and providing information for you regarding 

your student through the SIS “Parent Portal.” This is an excellent communication tool so please 

be sure to sign up so you have access to the Portal if you have not already done so;  

(4) We have established 3 separate Lunch Periods for the various grade groups, and have found 

it very successful this first week.  This schedule allows for our custodial and cafeteria staff 

adequate time to clean between each lunch, which was not possible last year with 4 lunches. 

(5) We are committed and intentional in establishing and providing an environment conducive 

to encouraging excellence in teaching and learning at McKinley, the results of which we will 

herald and celebrate on a regular basis, and will be proud and excited to do so.   



 (6) We have introduced the new “Spring Board” curriculum which is an “Advanced Placement” 

approach to learning at the MS, which will result in students being better prepared for the High 

School AP courses. 

(7) We will soon be adding a Collegiate Counselor to work with our high school students as they 

make decisions regarding post-secondary education, their school choices and future career 

dreams;  

(8) We are establishing a culture of respect and accountability for all stakeholders in this school.  

More to come in the next newsletter! 

I have observed a situation over which I am very concerned, that being the drop-off of children 

in the morning on the Missouri Avenue (west side) of the building.  Please do not pull up to the 

door and stop if there are buses behind you – our buses unloading students must be the priority 

on the west side of the building. Please do not double park (heading south) to allow your children 

to exit your car and then cross the street.  This is not a legal practice, and we do not want anyone 

ticketed.   Far more importantly, this represents an unsafe situation that could have dire 

consequences which we know you want to help us avoid. 

In addition, I have observed as many as 20 cars double parked on Russell Avenue headed west 

waiting to pick-up their children at dismissal time in the afternoon.  Allowing our students to walk 

between two buses and emerging to cross onto a busy street to get to a waiting car is of course 

jay-walking, and again, an illegal practice.  Most importantly, however, it is a practice that is 

fraught with danger, extremely hazardous, and therefore very concerning.  We do not want an 

unspeakable tragedy of a child being struck by a moving vehicle.   

We realize drop-off and pick-up is not an easy endeavor around the school, but we ask that you 

seek other alternatives to these practices.  One suggestion might be to line up behind the buses 

on Ann Street and then proceed around the building as buses depart.  We are open to considering 

any ideas you would like to submit that may help with this situation.  Thank you for your help 

with this important safety concern! 

Our first week of school was a great week!  We have every reason to believe with the high caliber 

and enthusiasm of our staff, parents and children, that EVERY week will be a GREAT week at 

McKinley! 

Respectfully, 

Steve Warmack 

 


